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January 14, 2015 


Instructional Quality Commission 
California State Board of Education 
1 430 N Street, Suite #5111 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Members, 


1 write to you in my capacity as Education Director for the Sikh Coalition, a national Sikh 
civil rights organization. We understand that the Instructional Quality Commission is 
currently reviewing the draft of the History-Social Science Framework. The Sikh Coalition, 
the largest Sikh organization in the United States, seeks to educate others about Sikhism 
(the world's fifth largest religion) in order to dispel ignorance and discrimination against 
Sikhs. 


We understand the vital role that the Commission and the Board of Education plays in 
stimulating intellectual development and curiosity in students across the state. Since you 
play such an influential role in the type of education that our students receive, we want to 
partner with you to ensure that the History-Social Science (HSS) Framework's coverage of 
Sikhs and the Sikh religion contains accurate and relevant information. 


It has come to our attention that during the last public comment period, the Hindu 
American Foundation (HAF) as well as California Parents for the Equalization of 
Educational Materials (CAPEEM) requested that the Commission significantly alter or 
delete almost every Sikh reference currently in the draft HSS Framework. In response, the 
Sikh Coalition has provided fact-based evidence for why these public comments are false 
and unfounded. We have included this information in the form of a chart, titled, "SC 
Response to Public Comments' 1 . 


In addition, the Sikh Coalition reached out to specific Sikh scholars to opine on this matter 
as they have extensive expertise in the subject matter. Many of these scholars are the 
current/past Chair of the Sikh Studies departments in their respective universities. Several 
of these scholars wrote letters to the Commission, which we have also included. 

Finally, the Sikh Coalition previously wrote to the Commission in November of last year 
regarding the removal of the Cheema v. Thompson case. Currently, the case is included in 
Grade 12: Principles of American Democracy, Interpreting the Constitution: The Work of 
the U.S. Supreme Court (line 2489). For your review, we have also included this letter. 











We hope to be able to work with you to ensure that, going forward, the final HSS 
Framework has a historically accurate and balanced portrayal of the Sikh faith and the Sikh 
immigrant community in Califonia. Please feel free to contact me to discuss this further. 

My phone number is (817) 239-2971, and my email address is 
manbeena(5)sikhcoalition.org . 

Thank you, 

Manbeena Kaur 
Education Director 
Sikh Coalition 

Attachments: 

1. Sikh Coalition Response to Public Comments Issued by HAF and CAPEEM re: Sikhs 

2. Sikh Coalition Letter to CDE re: Cheema Case 

3. Scholar Letter - Balbinder Bhogal 

4. Scholar Letter - Nirvikar Singh 

5. Scholar Letter - Pashaura Singh 

6. Scholar Letter - Arvind-Pal S. Mandair 


